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“To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” 
1 Corinthians 12: 7 

 
Scripture: 
Acts 2: 1-21 
Psalm 104: 24-34, 35b 
1 Corinthians 12: 3b-13 
John 7: 37-39 
 
This coming Sunday, May 31, 2020, is the celebration of Pentecost.  Many refer to this as the 
church’s birthday.  This is a story we all remember.  The disciples are gathered, a loud noise 
begins and “divided tongues, as of fire, rested on each one of them.” (Acts 2: 3) After this they 
begin to speak in the languages of those gathered telling the great deeds of God in Jesus.   
This is the day when the Holy Spirit is poured out upon Jesus’ followers as Jesus promised.  
These would become the witnesses to the world.  That is a lot to celebrate!   
 
In truth we celebrate the Spirit all the time.  We celebrate the Spirit when we love one another 
and serve one another.  Craig Keener, writing in Connections Commentary, says “The 
empowerment of the Spirit thrusts us across all human barriers.”1 Sometimes our human 
barriers are simple and easy to overcome.  Sometimes the barrier is as simple as speaking two 
different languages.  Other times the barriers are overwhelming and very difficult to overcome.  
As Christians these are the barriers that must be addressed.  These are the barriers of racism, 
sexism, xenophobia… just name an “ism” or a “phobia” and you will find a barrier created by 
fear or apathy of the “other”.  I have heard it said before that the opposite of love is hate.  I 
don’t think that is the case.  The opposite of love is apathy.  Hate is an emotion that carries with 
it a sense of attention to another.  To hate requires one to care at some level.  Apathy is 
complete lack of interest or concern.  This human barrier can only be crossed by the power of 
the Spirit which empowers us to love as Jesus loves us.   
 
On this day when we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, we are reminded the purpose 
of this gift given to us… for the common good.  The spirit gives each of us gifts so that we might 
serve one another.  In 1 Corinthians 12, the Apostle Paul speaks to spiritual gifts.  He says, “to 
each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  All these are activated by 
one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.” (7, 11).  
In spiritual gifts we are reminded that not all persons have the same gifts.   Biblical 
commentator Greg Cootsoma says, “there is diversity in unity and unity in diversity, with 
neither of these more important than the other.”2  Our diversity in spiritual gifts is much like 

 
1 Connections, Westminster John Knox Press, 2019, pg. 324. 
2 Connections, pg. 325 



our diversity as humans.  We are not all the same, but we are each important.  The human 
barriers of hate, apathy, fear, and prejudice may only be overcome by a unity of love.   
 
Cootsoma goes on to say, “The festival of Pentecost celebrated the giving of the Law and the 
Christian holiday of the same name celebrates the giving of the Spirit who fulfills the Law by 
bringing the unity of love.”3 
 
In this time when our human barriers include fear, hate, apathy, prejudice and isolation due to 
a pandemic, may we each be empowered by the Holy Spirit to overcome these barriers with 
love.  Let’s celebrate the giving of the spirit but let us also celebrate the inbreaking of the unity 
of love.  The unity of love looks like this… 
 
Jesus said, “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  No one 
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (John 15: 12-13). Are you 
willing to lay down your life of fear, hate, apathy, and prejudice in order to love others?   
 
Prayer: 
The Prayer of St. Francis (UMH, 481) 
 
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace; 

where there is hatred, let me sow love. 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
and where there is sadness, joy. 

 
O Divine Master, 

grant that I may not so much seek  
to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood, as to understand; 
to be loved, as to love; 
for it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

 
Questions to ponder: 

• What human barriers am I unwilling or feel unempowered to cross? 
• What spiritual gifts have I been given for the common good?  Am I using them?  If not, 

how can I put them to use? 
 
 

 
3 Connections, pg. 325 


